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Our Mission Statement:

“We are followers of Jesus Christ for the sake of the world.”

From the Pastor’s pen. . .
What is the
Reformation, and why
should we care?

On the last weekend in October,
Lutheran and many other
churches set aside the weekend
to celebrate the Reformation.
If you didn’t grow up with this
practice, you might wonder
where this tradition started.

Our story began in the
16th century, 1517, to be
exact. Across Europe, the
Roman Catholic Church
was engaged in one of
the greatest fundraisers
in history. If a person made a
financial gift to help with the
building of Saint Peter’s Basilica
in Rome, then the church
would furnish that person with a
certificate promising that they
or their loved ones would be
freed from a portion of the misery
expected in the afterlife.
In short, the church taught that
even those bound for heaven
had to be cleansed of their
earthly sins, and this cleansing
in the afterlife took place in a
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place called Purgatory. The
certificates offered by the
church (called “Indulgences”)
promised to lessen this time of
cleansing for oneself or others
who have already died.
November 1st was an important
day for selling and buying these
indulgences, known as All Saints
Day. The day before, a German
Monk named Martin Luther
posted a list of 95 reasons
he objected to this practice
of selling indulgences.
Along with other writings
by Martin Luther, those 95
reasons went viral.
Luther insisted that we are not
forgiven because of anything
we do, including buying
indulgences or doing enough
good work. Instead, we are
forgiven because of who God
is. We are loved and forgiven
because God is full of grace
and mercy. His teachings
and writings got Martin Luther
kicked out of the church. But he
didn’t go alone. Others agreed
with him, and after his death,
those who agreed with Luther
became known as Lutherans

Altarpiece by Lucas Cranach the Elder in the City Church in Wittenberg. (Public domain)

and Protestants. Every Protestant
church traces its roots back to
this moment in history.
Why Does Celebrating the
Reformation Matter?
October 31st, 1517, was a long
time ago. Why does it continue
to matter and be remembered in
our churches today?
1. Reformation Sunday gives us
a chance to tell our story and a
chance to remember.
Reformation weekend is when
we remember and re-tell the
stories of our faith. Stories of those
who came before us and taught
us about the faith. Stories about
people who risked everything
so that we could gather and
worship in the manner we do.
2. Reformation weekend reminds
us of the most important things.
Throughout the year, we preach

about many things in the church.
About how we live our daily
lives, the choices we make,
and the habits of our faith. On
Reformation weekend, we
are brought back to the most
crucial thing and return to our
faith’s core: God loved us first
and continues to shower us with
grace and mercy.
3. Reformation weekend
challenges us to do better
Reformation weekend prods us
to do better by re-telling our story
and returning to the core of our
faith. We are called to be more
loving and grace-filled because
God was gracious and merciful
to us. We are called to repent
of the times we have placed
barriers that have kept others
from hearing the Good News.
We are called to remember that
all we are is a gift from God.
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There is a beautiful painting in
the church in Wittenberg where
Martin Luther preached. [see
previous page] Luther stands in
the pulpit on the right-hand side,
and the people stand on the
left. In between people and the
preacher is Christ on the cross.
Reformation weekend reminds
us that this is the bedrock of
our faith, the grace, and mercy
given to us in Jesus Christ.
Keeping the essential thing in
the center of the picture is the
only hope for our faith and the
community we call “church.”
Happy Reformation!
God Bless,

Ready, Set, Go!
With the help of this congregation,
our Synod, my precious family,
and God, I have begun seminary
training. From the bottom of my
heart I thank you for your support
and prayers as I embark on this
journey of faithfully following God’s
calling.
I’ll be local for a large portion of
my studies, and at Luther Seminary
in St. Paul for other parts. This next
book in the library of my life has
already proven to be epic in scale
(literally and figuratively.)
While I study I will also be here
at Advent, helping with His work
through music and other parts of
the great ministries we engage in.
We’ll be having a special Disciple
13 (our praise band) concert at
the end of November. It should be
quite a great time of music, praise,
and fellowship! As always, the
band’s doors are open to anyone
who wants to come and see what
we’re all about and maybe share
their skills and talents.
May God’s Peace
Be With You!
Respectfully Yours,
Andy Harrington
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Update on Pastor Dave

Tuesday night the Congregational Council accepted Pastor Dave’s
official retirement letter, effective December 31, 2022. Please read
the letter below from Pastor Dave about his retirement. Pastor Dave
is still on Medical Leave, but our hope is he will be returning before his
retirement to continue to serve as pastor of Advent. We will have a
farewell celebration for Pastor Dave sometime before his retirement
and will keep everyone posted. We thank Pastor Dave for his many
years of service as an ordained pastor in the ELCA and his years here
at Advent. Our thoughts and prayers are with him as he enters this
new life chapter.

Dear Advent Family,

Sometimes I have a hard time
listening to what the Spirit tells
me, especially when I don’t like
what I hear. But, thirteen and
a half years into my service
as one of your pastors here at
Advent, I have to admit that
after many months of prayer and
discernment, God has made
it crystal clear; that my call to
Advent is over.

Lori and I had no idea what
adventures, challenges, joys,
sorrows, and new relationships
awaited us, but we knew that
God’s call was clear.

Because of this, regardless of
circumstances, December 31
will be my last day as a pastor at
Advent Lutheran Church.

I still remember looking out our
upstairs window in early February
2009, unable to see the moving
van because of the blowing
snow. We were on our way to
our new call, Advent Lutheran
Church in Melbourne, Florida,
and as I gazed through the
blizzard, the idea seemed better
by the minute.

Almost from the day I arrived, I
was asked by people, “How long
are you going to be our pastor?”
My answer was always the same,
“I will be here until God calls me
somewhere else.”

What is unprecedented about
this moment is that God is not
calling me to another mission,
ministry, or assignment. As clearly
as God has said anything to me
in my life, what I hear God telling
me to do right now is “stop.”
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In other words, I believe God
is calling me into a time of
discernment and rest. As I have
pondered and prayed about
this, the period of a full year
comes to mind over and over
again. God is calling me to
take a year to listen, pray, and
prepare for what the Holy Spirit
has in store for me.
For so long, my whole identity has
been caught up in my title and,
my activities, what I do. I believe
God is calling me to rediscover
who I was created to be so that
whatever comes next will come
from someone who is aware of
who they are in Christ, regardless
of titles and tasks.
The hardest part of all of this is my
relationship with you, the people
I have come to know and love
over these nearly 14 years. You
have been so encouraging,
supportive, caring, and loving in
the best and worst of times. We
have literally been through life
and death together, and I will
miss you far more than anything
else about my ministry at Advent.
(Although preaching is a close
second. I’ll miss preaching too.)
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If you would grant me the
opportunity to share with you a
final mini-sermon, please ask God
if Advent is the congregation
to which the Holy Spirit is calling
you for the sake of the world
God loves. And if it is, ask God
what spiritual gifts and talents
you have been given to help
this congregation become the
Body of Christ the Holy Spirit longs
for it to be for the sake of this
community and the world.
One of the most depressing and
difficult things when I first came
to Advent back in 2009 was how
many people had left the church
because “their favorite pastor
took another call.” The budget
collapsed, and we had to let
go of key staff people, making
establishing a new ministry much
more difficult.
For God’s sake (literally), don’t
leave Advent because your
favorite pastor is gone. Stay and
ask the Holy Spirit to guide you
and motivate you to help Advent
become the church Christ wants
it to be. (What you want is not a
big issue in the kingdom of God.)

Pray for and ask how you can
assist Pastor Jeremy with the
incredible challenges he (and
Advent) faces right now. Pray
for and offer your support to
the new pastor who will soon
be on your staff at Advent.
You can’t imagine how much
they will need your help and
encouragement. Pray for Lori
and me too. Change is difficult,
and this sort of change will be
one of the most disruptive we
have faced for a long time.
We love you all, and there is
no doubt we will miss you. As
I have been at 1/3 time and
have had the opportunity to
visit other congregations, I have
clearly seen that there is no other
congregation like Advent.
God is with you, and I know that
you will get through these difficult
times and be blessed as you trust
in and follow the Holy Spirit.
Lori and I love
you and thank
God for you.
Serving with you,

PS - As of December 31,
2022, in keeping with ELCA
recommendations (and to give
your newly called pastor some
fresh space without having
to deal with the former senior
pastor being around) I will not
be initiating any contact with
Advent folks for 2 years. This will
hurt most of all, but I believe it is
necessary and best.

Advent has
received
donations in
memory of
loved ones from
the following:
• Louise Breitfeller in memory of
Don Rydeen.
• Melanie & Jon Arnold in
memory of Don Rydeen.
• Ann & Ray Peterson in memory
of Don Rydeen and Jean
Reed.
• Audrey Nassen in memory of
Don Rydeen.
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Back-toChurch
Weekend!

Reformation Celebration
October 29 & 30: Both Campuses
There’s something special
that happens when the body of
Christ gathers. Church isn’t just
where we worship; it’s where we
worship together. Church isn’t just
where we pray; it’s where we pray
together. Church isn’t just where
we serve; it’s where we serve
together!
We miss seeing everyone
and catching up on these
meaningful relationships. Our
goal is for Advent to be a place
where people connect to God
and people connect to people.
We are challenging all friends and
members of Advent to come and
worship in person on October 29
or 30. No guilt! No judgment! We
just want to be together, worship
together, and connect. You can
even be really bold and invite a
friend or two.
Each service will have a social
time after worship with a chance to
connect and, of course, with food!
Watch for more information in our
weekly Messenger, weekly email,
and worship announcements.
We will also have postcards you
can take to share with your friends
and community. Can’t wait to see
you there!
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Beautiful You
A Motivational Senior Ministry Series
(each a stand-alone session)
to focus on wellness, our spiritual
insight, our fitness, and a better
understanding of how we can
and will age more joyously and
gracefully.
CLASSES ARE FREE! TO REGISTER
PLEASE CONTACT: JULIE LOSASSO
(248-227-5232) OR text, voice mail
or email: jsprung51@gmail.com
Thursdays, October 6, 13, 20, & 27
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Melbourne Beach

Education Building
Clean-Out

We are in the process of cleaning
out the Education Building to start
the getting it ready to become our
Community Engagement Center.
Our goal is for the items in the
building to continue to be used.
There is a variety of things such
as books, games, desks, furniture,
and many other education-related
items. We are inviting anyone to
come and take these items. A
donation would be appreciated
but is not required. Please either
come to the Suntree Office during
regular office hours or contact our
Sexton, Tom Hawk, at stsexton@
adventlutheranbrevard.org or 484635-9704 to set up a time.

First
Communion
Preparation

Saturday, October 8, Suntree
Campus 10:00 a.m. – Noon
This free event celebrating St.
Francis of Assisi, patron saint of
animals, is open to the entire
community. Bring your furry
friends, scaley sidekicks, aquatic
acquaintances, and pals to
be blessed by Pastor Jeremy.
Refreshments for pets and their
humans will be served. We will
gather under the covered entry in
front of the Sanctuary building.

Sunday, October 23 at 10:15 a.m.
Fellowship Hall Suntree Campus
A child can begin to receive
Communion at any time.
Ultimately, parents are a better
judge of when children might be
ready than some arbitrary age
limit. You may notice that your
child has begun to ask about what
is happening during Communion
or want to be included. When
a child expresses this natural
curiosity and excitement, it is often
a good time to start Communion
Preparation. Children and
parent(s)/guardian(s) are invited
to come as we experience what
Communion is all about. If the child
and parent(s)/grandparent(s) want
to start taking Communion after
we meet, their First Communion
will be on Reformation weekend
(Oct 29/30) or the next time they
attend worship. Please contact our
Pastor’s Assistant, Lynda, to RSVP or
with any questions.

Dorothy Jensen celebrated her 98th birthday with a brunch
at Indian River Colony Club followed by birthday cake at her
home. She was joined by her son, Rick, daughter-law, Jana,
grandsons, Matt and Dan and her caregiver, Dahlia. Not
pictured, but also joining in the celebration, were Cheryl, her
neighbor, and Ann Peterson from Advent Lutheran.
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Advent Senior
Gamers are starting
up again.
Come Join us!

Enjoy gathering and gaming. Life
is short. Exercise your brains, and
laugh with friends. Get to know
each other in a casual, relaxed
atmosphere. Bring snacks if you
want.

This is for everyone, not just ladies!
Don is waiting for guys to come
and join him in some games.
We continue to meet EVERY
MONDAY (except holidays), at
2 PM in the Knoedler Center.
Everyone who wants to spend a
few hours of fun playing games
is most welcomed to join at any
time without advance notice or
advance team commitment. We
meet at 2 and usually by 2:15 have
chosen the games to play and
set the teams. It all depends upon
who comes and what they want to
play.
We have lots of games/decks
of cards stored at the church to
choose from. If you have a unique
game that you like and are willing
to teach others how to play, please
bring it with you. We are always
willing to learn new games.

We are especially looking for
Pinochle and Bridge players. We
might even have someone who is
willing to teach how to play Bridge!
Various people from our list of
potentially interested players have
been coming for several months
now and we have been having
a lot of fun getting to know each
other more. We will miss Ruth
Heitzman, one of our gaming
coordinators, but we will remember
her chuckles when we play the
games she enjoyed.
Let’s keep the fun going now that
our summer vacations are over.
Mondays, 2 PM, Knoedler Center.
Action: put it in on your calendar as
a weekly event and COME!
See you in church,
Karen & Don (Hagen)
Questions: 913-634-3356
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
7550 N. Wickham Road
Melbourne, FL 32940
AND
1805 Oak Street
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951

“We are followers of Jesus Christ
for the sake of the world.”
CONTACT US
321-259-8515

(It’s always best to call before stopping by!)

E-Mail: info@adventbrevard.org
Web: www.adventbrevard.org

STAFF
Senior Pastor:
Jeremy Freye
Part-time Pastor:
David Jahn
Director of Operations:
Ashley Drake-Poe
Pastors’ Assistant:
Lynda Herrman
Bookkeeper:
Katherine Andrews
Financial Secretary:
Renee Hawk
Director of Choirs /
Organist:
Betty Jo Couch
Organists:
Lori Jahn
Betsy Stansifer
Contemporary Music
Director and Praise
Band Leader:
Andy Harrington

Accompanist:
Michelle Widere
Worship Media and
Publications:
Cathy Guilford
Custodian / Sexton:
Tom Hawk, Suntree
Melbourne Beach
Preschool Director:
Deb Hogan
CHURCH COUNCIL
President:
Jerry Jamison
Interim Vice President:
Carol Wilson
Interim Treasurer:
Norm Prescan
Secretary:
Kathryn Pulver
Members-at-Large
Melanie Arnold
Dean Boston
Nancy Brown
Doris Jannke
Lynn Newman

Worship Services in October 2022
SUNTREE CAMPUS
Saturday Service: 5:00 pm - Informal Traditional
Sunday Services: 9:00 am - Contemporary
		
11:00 am - Traditional
MELBOURNE BEACH CAMPUS
Sunday Service:
8:30 am - Traditional
Holy Communion is offered at every service

OCTOBER GOSPEL READINGS
October 2, 2022
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 15:1-10
October 9, 2022
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 17:11-19
October 16, 2022
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 18:1-8
October 23, 2022
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 18:9-14
October 30, 2022
Reformation Sunday -- John 8:31-36

Submissions for publication are due the 20th of each month to WorshipMedia@AdventLutheranBrevard.org
Subject to approval.

